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. . . Mexico has had German influence shaping its 
domestic and international policy for some time, and 
without any serious rebuke from the Carranza adminis- 
tration. But since the defeat of Germany, the defini- 
tion of terms of armistice, and the news of the internal 
situation in the Fatherland, both the large number of 
Germans in Mexico and the Mexican Government's of- 
ficials have begun to modify their attitude of open or 
veiled hostility to the United States and to Americans 
resident within the Eepublic. The situation has become 
not unlike that in Spain, where a similar reversal has 
been noted. The call from Berlin on Minister von Eck- 
hardt to leave Mexico City and depart from the scene of 
his prolonged campaign of plotfings against the United 
States and the Allies is a sign of the altered regime in 
Germany, and may be interpreted as a sign of concilia- 
tion on the part of that nation (if it be one now) toward 
the United States. Whatever the motive and however 
sincere or insincere the act the fact is one that proph- 
esies friendlier relations between Washington and 
Mexico City. Of course, before long Mexico must face 
the claims that her debtors in Great Britain, France and 
the United States have filed for losses suffered during 
the years between Diaz's fall and Carranza's grasp of 
control. Moreover, there are phases of the fiscal policy 
of Mexico today, operating under the new constitution, 
which raise fundamental issues as to the incidence of 
taxation on holdings of non-Mexican capitalists. The 
final position of the United States with respect to this 
Mexican policy of taxation has not been denned, but it is 
likely to be much more liberal than the British or French 
attitudes. 



Romain Roland's Appeal to Wilson 

Bomain Rolland, author of the remarkable novel "Jean 
Chrlstophe," for which he received the award of the French 
Academy in 1913, and admittedly one of the ablest of con- 
temporary Frenchmen, who has resided in Switzerland since 
early in the war as a "voluntary exile" because of his in- 
ability to co-operate with his countrymen, has written an 
open letter to President Wilson, which is appended. Its 
significance is not so much in its authorship as in the reflec- 
tion it gives of a state of mind in European circles with 
which statesmen have to reckon as they sit down at the 
Peace Conference Table. Says Rolland : 

"Mr. President: The peoples are breaking their chains. 
The hour that you foresaw, the hour which you willed, has 
struck. May it not have struck in vain ! 

"From one end of Europe to the other there is rising 
among the nations the will to reconquer the determination 
of their destinies and to unite for the sake of a regenerated 
Europe. Beyond their political boundaries their hands are 
groping, groping for the clasp of brotherhood. But between 
them always are the yawning precipices and misunderstand- 
ings. Over this abyss a bridge must be built. 

"The chains of the ancient fatalism must be broken ; this 
fatalism which forces the nations into national war and 
which for centuries has allowed them to leap at each other's 
blindly, into mutual destruction. 

"But the peoples cannot free themselves alone. They are 
calling for help. To whom shall they turn? 

"You alone, Mr. President, hold a position of universal 
moral authority among all these who are now burdened with 
the terrible honor of guiding the policies of the nations. 
Respond to the call of these pathetic hopes. Take both hands 



that are stretched out toward you into your own. Help the 
peoples to reunite. 

"Help these peoples who are groping to find their way, 
help them found a new charter of freedom and unity, the 
principles of which they are seeking passionately, but amid 
confusion. 

"Mark well, Mr. President, the fact that Europe threatens 
to fall prey to the spheres of hell ! 

"The peoples in all countries have little confidence in the 
governing classes. You are in this hour the one lone man 
who can speak to and be heard by the ones as well as the 
others — the masses and the bourgeoisies of all nations— you 
are the only one who today (who knows if tomorrow may 
not be too late?) can act as the mediator between them. 

"If this mediator fails then the separated human masses 
will be fatally flung, without counterbalance, into excesses. 
The peoples into bloody anarchy, and the parties of the old 
order into bloody reaction. 

"Class wars, race wars, war between peoples of yesterday, 
war between peoples only forming today— blind social wars 
that seek only to satisfy hatred and the basest emotions and 
desires, the raving dreams of an hour that knows no morrow. 

"Heir of Washington, of Abraham Lincoln ! Take in your 
hand the cause not of one party, not of one nation, but of all ! 
Open the doors of the Congress of Humanity to the repre- 
sentatives of the peoples of the earth ! 

"Preside at that congress with the full weight of the 
authority which your high moral conscience and the mighty 
future of America assure you. 

"Speak, speak to them all! The world is hungry for a 
voice which reaches beyond the boundaries of nations and 
classes. Be the arbiter of the free peoples. 

"And may the future greet you by the name 'Conciliator.' " 



Excessive National Individualism 

Lord Robert Cecil, who is serving as head of the League 
of Nations Department of the British Foreign Office, at 
Paris, in an interview in the London Observer of December 
29th, said significantly : 

"The moment you try to devise the machinery of a league 
of nations, you are struck by the existence of complete in- 
ternational anarchy. The great difficulty in providing an 
alternative to war lies in the difficulty of providing effective 
action to compel obedience to any regulation which may be 
made on the subject 

"If there existed any system of international co-operation 
with formal, or even informal, regulations, this difficulty 
would be easily surmounted. It is therefore a mistake to 
look upon the prevention of war as the sole function of na- 
tions. The essential thing is to obtain recognition for the 
fact that the interests of humanity as a whole really exist. 
We have to work in order that the nations shall not forget 
that they are a part of one another. 

"Any one who makes an attempt to sketch out the terms 
of the peace settlement will meet at every turn problems 
that can only be solved by international co-operation. Take, 
for instance, the tropical countries inhabited by barbarous 
populations. In a world ruled by international co-operation 
it will be realized that such countries must be administered 
for the benefit of their own people and their products made 
available for the whole world. If this is done it will matter 
little by which nation they are administered. 

"In the case of the vast countries of Asia without good 
government, in the period before independence can be exer- 
cised there must be assistance from the outside, and this is 
bound to lead to international difficulties unless some power 
is intrusted by the nations of the world with the duty of 
providing this assistance. 

"International waterways will be more important under 
any future settlement in Europe than in the past. More 
than one case can be cited besides the Dardanelles and the 
Danube, where possession by one power of means of access 
to the ocean of another power has been a contributory cause 
of European unrest. The Danube has been regulated by an 
international commission. With a league of nations there is 



